
As you should know, Rush Limbaugh has a track  
record of using extreme, hateful speech that has no  
place in civil discourse. To pick just a few examples  
from this year, as documented by Media Matters for  
America: Limbaugh compared the abuse of Iraqi  
prisoners at Abu Ghraib to a fraternity prank, telling  
America and an international audience on the  
taxpayer-funded American Forces Radio and  
Television Service that the torture was a "brilliant  
maneuver" and that the photos were "good old  
American pornography." Limbaugh further claimed  
that "the reaction to the stupid torture is an example  
of the feminization of this country." He has also  
labeled Senator John Kerry a "stupid S.O.B." and  
a "gigolo." 
 
Limbaugh's racist commentary also makes him  
unsuitable for an appearance on your network. Just  
last month, Limbaugh, commenting on Reverend  
Jesse Jackson joining the Kerry campaign,  
stated: "The Kerry campaign has finally gotten a  
chocolate chip," sparking outrage in the African  
American community. On March 26, Limbaugh  
said: "Hugo, Cesar -- whatever. A Chavez is a  
Chavez. We've always had problems with them."  
The talk show host also claimed: "[T]ruce is an old  
Arabic word. Goes way, way back in Islamic-Arabic  
culture, and it means, 'We will get you later.'" 
 
Limbaugh's sexist commentary is beyond the pale as  
well. Last spring, Limbaugh said that  
women "actually wish" for sexual harassment.  
Limbaugh shared with listeners his "pet name" for  
the National Organization for Women  
(NOW): "National Association of Gals" (his  
acronym: "NAG"), claiming that the "militant  
feminists" who make up the "NAGs" "aren't  
determining who wins elections. White men are."  
Limbaugh also warned that with "new female police  
chiefs ... we can watch out for some naked  
pyramids," a crude reference to Abu Ghraib  
following the appointment of four women as chiefs of  
police in four major U.S. cities. 
 
Limbaugh has a reckless disregard for facts and the  
truth. For example, Limbaugh falsely stated that the  
9-11 Commission report confirmed Vice President  
Dick Cheney's claim that September 11 hijacker  
Mohamed Atta may have met with an Iraqi  
intelligence officer in April 2001. As you know, the  
report said this meeting did not occur. Limbaugh was  
wrong about the minimum wage on his April 29 and  
August 12 shows, and he mischaracterized the U.S.  
fiscal shortfall on July 8. 
 
Limbaugh should not be allowed to spew hatred and  
deliberately spread lies under the protection of the  



FCC.  This is not what was intended for the use of  
our public air waves and is not what American  
broadcasting should be about. 


